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II. GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
9. P.M.: New Mexico Township: 43N Range: 9W

SW 
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22. Architectural style: No Defined Style

Building type:

23. Landscape or special setting features:

This property is located on the north side of West Pacific Avenue in the block between Townsend and Davis 

Streets.  A planted grass front yard is enclosed by a painted white picket fence, and is landscaped with two aspen 

trees and a spruce of fir tree.

24. Associated buildings, features or objects:

Telluride Veterinary Clinic building

A secondary building, which houses the Telluride Veterinary Clinic, is located adjacent to the alley at the rear of 

the property.  This two-story building measures approximately 24' N-S by 42' E-W, and is supported by a low 

concrete foundation covered with metal skirting.  Its exterior walls are clad with painted blue horizontal wood 

siding, with painted white 1" by 4" corner boards.  The main two-story portion of the building is covered by a 

low-pitched side-gable roof, covered with grey asphalt composition shingles; but there is also a single-story 

shed-roofed section to the east elevation which is covered with corrugated metal roofing material.  A set of 

paired, painted purple and blue, wood-paneled doors are centered on the north elevation beneath a gable hood.  

A wooden staircase on the west elevation ascends to a second story entry door.  This building's windows are 

primarily 1/1 double-hung sash.

IV.  ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY
25. Date of construction: Estimate: 1897 Actual:

Source of information: San Miguel County Assessor records; Sanborn Insurance maps, February 1893 and 

December 1899.

26. Architect: Unknown

Source of information: N/A

27. Builder: Unknown

Source of information: N/A

28. Original owner: Unknown

Source of information: N/A

29. Construction history:

San Miguel County Assessor records list 897 as this dwelling's  year of construction.  This date is probably 

accurate as Sanborn Insurance maps provide corroborating evidence that the house was built sometime between 

1893 and 1899.  The Telluride Veterinary Clinic building on the alley predates 1986.

30. Original location:
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32. Intermediate use(s): Domestic/Single Dwelling

33. Current use(s): Domestic/Single Dwelling

34. Site type(s): Single family dwelling

35. Historical background:

San Miguel County Assessor records and Sanborn Insurance maps document that this dwelling was built circa 

1897.  Biographical information about its early owners and residents has not been uncovered.  In 1986, the 

property was owned by Walter Farnham of Telluride.

36. Sources of information:

San Miguel County Assessor records.

San Miguel County Property Appraisal Record.

Sanborn Insurance maps, August 1886, October 1890, February 1893, December 1899, July 1904, November 1908, 

October 1922. 

Simmons, Laurie and Whitacre, Christine.  Historic Building Inventory Record, May 1986.

VI.SIGNIFICANCE

37. Local landmark designation: Yes No 
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42. Statement of significance:

This building is historically significant for its association with Telluride's residential development beginning in 

the late 1890s, and it is architecturally significant for its representative vernacular wood frame front gabled plan.  

With a modest loss of integrity, the primary dwelling building rates as a "supporting" resource within the 

Telluride National Historic Landmark District. The veterinary clinic is non-deisgnated.

43. Assessment of historic physical integrity related to significance:

This building displays a somewhat less than optimal standard of physical integrity, relative to the seven aspects 

of integrity as defined by the National Park Service and the Colorado Historical Society, Office of Archaeology 

and Historic Preservation - setting, location, design, materials, workmanship, feeling and association.  The 

integrity of the original front gabled house has been diminished by older additions to the east and north 

elevations, the construction of a shed-roofed dormer, and alterations of some window openings and wall 

materials.  The integrity of setting has also been diminished by the construction of a secondary building on the 

alley.   As a result, this property no longer fully conveys a sense of its historic and architectural significance.

VII. NATIONAL REGISTER ELIGIBILITY ASSESSMENT

44. National Register eligibility field assessment: Not Individually Eligible

Local landmark eligibility field assessment: Eligible / Supporting to District

45. Is there National Register district potential? Yes 
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Sketch Map
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Location Map
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